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Introduction 
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the mathematics 
taught and learnt at Bedford Drive Primary School. The policy has been drawn up as a 
result of staff discussion and has full agreement of the Governing Body. The 
implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching staff. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
Mathematics is a tool for everyday life. It is a whole network of concepts and 
relationships which provide a way of viewing and making sense of the world. It is used 
to analyse and communicate information and ideas and to tackle a range of practical 
tasks and real life problems. It also provides the materials and means for creating new 
imaginative worlds to explore.   
 
It is our aim to develop: 

A positive attitude towards mathematics and an awareness and understanding of 
mathematics in the world around them 

Competence and confidence in mathematical knowledge, concepts and skill 

An ability to solve problems, to reason, to think logically and to work systematically 
and accurately 

Initiative and an ability to work both independently and in co-operation with others 

An ability to communicate mathematics through appropriate group, paired and whole 
class discussions 

An ability to use and apply mathematics across the curriculum and in real life contexts 

An understanding of mathematics through a process of enquiry and experiment 

An ability to use ICT equipment as a mathematical tool. 
 
Within the Early Years Foundation stage we aim to ensure that pupils seek patterns and 
make connections through finding out about and working with numbers, counting, 
shapes, space and measures. Children will use their developing understanding to solve 
problems, generate new questions and make connections across other areas of 
Learning and Development. 
 
Planning 
Mathematics is a core subject in the National Curriculum. We use the National 
Mathematics Framework as the basis for implementing the statutory requirements of the 
programme of study for maths. A yearly block planner is provided at the beginning of 
each new academic identifying allocation of time for each block. The class teacher 
indicates any amendments that are made due to on-going assessment of the children. 
These are evaluated by the Subject Leader prior to the Autumn Term to ensure that the 
curriculum is appropriate to the needs of the children. Year group planners may differ 
depending on the cohort of the children.  Weekly plans are completed and are 
scrutinised as part of Monitoring and Evaluation.  Plans show the learning objectives for 
the lesson, success criteria, differentiated activities and a plenary.  All teachers reflect 
on their strengths and weaknesses and plan their professional development needs 
accordingly through performance management.  We do all we can to support teachers 
in developing their skills, so that they can continually improve their practice. 
 
Teaching time 
To provide adequate time for developing numeracy skills each class teacher will provide 
5 daily mathematics lessons per week.  These may vary in length but will usually last for 
about 45 minutes in KS1 and 60 minutes in KS2.  Additional mathematics may be 
taught within other subject lessons when appropriate.  Teachers of the Reception 
children base their teaching on objectives in the Framework for Reception; this ensures 
that they are working towards the ‘Early Learning Goals for Mathematical Development’.  
Towards the end of Reception teachers aim to draw the elements of a daily 



mathematics lesson together so that by the time children move into Year 1 they are 
familiar with the 45 minute lesson.   
 
A typical 45 to 60 minute lesson in year 1 to 6 will include: 

Oral work and mental calculation - This will involve whole-class work to rehearse, 
sharpen and develop mental and oral skills, including daily practice of number bonds 

The main teaching activity - This will include both teaching input and pupil activities 
and a balance between whole class, grouped, paired and individual work as 
appropriate. 

A Plenary - This will involve work with the whole class to sort out misconceptions, 
identify progress, to summarise key facts and ideas and what to remember, to make 
links to other work and to discuss next steps to move the learning forwards. 
 
Links between mathematics and other subjects 
Mathematics contributes to many subjects within the primary curriculum and 
opportunities will be sought to draw mathematical experience out of a wide range of 
activities. This will allow children to begin to use and apply mathematics in real contexts. 
 
Catering for children who are more able 
The more mathematically able children will be taught with their own class and stretched 
through differentiated group work and extension activities. When working with the whole 
class, teachers will direct questions towards the more able (at their ability level) to 
maintain their involvement. 
 
Catering for pupils with particular needs 
Work is differentiated within each year group, as appropriate to the ability of the 
children. Teaching Assistants and other adult helpers are deployed in a variety of ways 
as indicated by the class teacher. Sometimes they work with individual children or with 
small groups this will be recorded on the weekly mathematics plans. Teaching 
Assistants are also fully trained and involved in the delivery of intervention programmes 
for individuals or small groups of pupils such as WAVE 3, Springboard, RM Maths and 
First Class @ numbers. Children who have significant needs in Mathematics are given 
an IEP with appropriate targets, these are monitored termly in line with the SEN policy. 
 
Pupils Records of Work 
Plain maths books are used throughout KS1 and KS2 in order to prevent a restriction to 
a child’s mathematical thinking and jotting. This enables children to tackle mathematical 
problems in the most appropriate way to them by not hindering their range of skills. 
Relevant photographs and observations of individual pupil mathematical learning are 
recorded by teachers or additional adults in the children’s individual Mathematics books. 
Additional mathematics worksheets and copies of any whiteboard work are collated into 
folders.  
We expect the highest standard of presentation in al recording of work from pupils. All 
mathematics work is completed in pencil and mistakes are crossed out using 1 single 
line, all lines are drawn using a ruler. All children are required to record the short date at 
the top of each piece of work along with the learning intention for the lesson. 
 
Marking 
All Mathematics work is marked in line with the school’s marking policy. The statements 
below are those specific to the marking of Mathematics. 
 

When marking practise exercises staff will use a  if an answer is correct and a c 
rather than an x to indicate an error that requires correction. Time will be provided the 
following day to allow children to have another look at their corrections.  

Teachers use a 2 star and a wish marking system when appropriate.  



 Staff follow up mistakes/errors/misconceptions by using comments that move learning 
forward. Children are encouraged to respond appropriately to teacher comments and 
academic guidance. 


Peer and self-assessment is used for the marking of informal practise exercises at with 
Key Stage 1 and 2. 
 
Assessment and Record Keeping  
Assessment will take place at three connected levels: short-term, medium term and 
long-term. These assessments will be used to inform teaching in a continuous cycle of 
planning, teaching and assessment.  
 
Short-term assessment will be an informal part of every lesson. In every lesson the 
teacher will share the learning intention and success criteria with the children to ensure 
they are clear what is being expected of them within each lesson. This is a necessary 
part of Assessment for Learning which is at the heart of our assessment procedures 
and helps the children take ownership for their own learning. The short term 
assessment will also involve the teacher checking the children’s understanding at the 
end of the session to inform future planning and lessons.  
 
Medium-term assessment will take place on a half termly basis and will cover the key 
objectives highlighted in the Mathematics Framework covered during the half term. The 
outcomes of the assessments will be recorded by the class teacher using the group 
Assessing Pupil Progress grids and standards files.  
 
Long-term assessment will take place towards the end of the school year to assess and 
review pupils’ progress and attainment.  These will be made through National 
Curriculum mathematics tests (SATs) for pupils in Years 2 and 6.  Optional SATs are 
administered in the Summer Term in years 3, 4 and 5. Teachers will also draw upon 
their class record of attainment against key objectives and supplementary notes and 
knowledge about their class to produce a summative record.  A culmination of teacher 
assessment, moderated work samples and  end of year SATs test will build the picture 
of a child’s attainment and progress, resulting in a National Curriculum Level e.g 3b. 
This accurate information will then be reported to parents and the child’s next class 
teacher.  
 
Within the EYFS a wide range of photographic evidence is captured to support making 
Foundation Stage Profile judgements. All photographic evidence is annotated and this 
alongside with snap shots, observational evidence and children’s comments are 
collated within the child’s Learning journey. 
 
Pupil’s work is stored for 1 academic year. This is used to support with identifying any 
gaps in learning. The work is used to support with transition between year groups and 
ensure continuity across year groups. 
 
Monitoring and Review 
Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and the quality of teaching in 
Mathematics is the responsibility of the maths subject leader. The work of the subject 
leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of maths, being informed 
about current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction 
for the subject in the school. The subject leader completes an annual action plan in 
which s/he indicates areas for further improvements, which is reviewed at the end of the 
year. The Head Teacher, Senior Management Team and subject leader regularly 
monitors the teaching of maths.  This may be in the form of lesson observations, 
monitoring the pupils’ work, pupil interviews, learning walks or by scrutinising 
planning/Assessment.  



 
Calculations 
See separate Calculations Policy. 
 
Staffing/Resources 
Children have access to a range of mathematical resources within the classroom which 

should be clearly labelled so they can be accessed independently. A mathematics 

learning wall and working wall within each classroom is a reference point for children, 

identifying the sequence of learning that has taken place or key facts/information that 

they can use to support and scaffold their mathematics learning. 

Parental Involvement 
Parents will receive an annual report along with regular meetings to advise them on the 

mathematical progress of their child. Open mornings provide opportunities for parents to 

be involved in mathematical activities within the classroom and to help them understand 

the changing approaches to mathematics. Within the Foundation Stage individual 

learning targets for PRSN are shared with parents. 

Homework 
There is a home/school agreement in place to ensure parents are clear on expectations. 

The details of this are outlined in the school’s homework policy.  A range of 

Mathematics is homework is set across both Key Stages on a Friday to be completed 

and returned to school by the following Wednesday.  Foundation Stage 2 teachers 

provide home learning tasks to support the children’s developing understanding of 

number. 

 


